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Forward

The best way to manage growth is to plan for it, and this is why Hardy County has pre-
pared this Comprehensive Plan - to help contrc;l future growth and meet the needs of current
and future residents. Through proper management of growth, we can best strengthen and con-
serve the desirable and much valued aspects of Hardy County.

Hardy County is being faced with expansive growth and changes throughout. If we
properly manage these changes, growth can be accommodated in ways that greatly benefit
our county. If growth occurs with few controls and little consideration of the impact, our county
will be threatened with serious problems.

We must conserve our hatural features by providing compatible land use and encouragiﬂg :
new businesses in appropriate places.

This Comprehensive Plan is to be used as a general framework to manage the future
growth and preservation of Hardy County over the next ten to fifteen years. This plan will enable
the County Commission, the Planning Commission and the Rural Development Authority and
other groups and citizens to review current issues and proposals against a clear future of what has
been d&eMed as the most desirable plan for future physical developmenf and the future
character of Hardy County.

This plan has been based upon detailed studies and mapping of existing conditions and

trends and extensive public debate and input.



Part 1. Basis For Study and Statement of Goals For Study
A Introduction

About 250 years ago settlers began arriving in Hardy Cpunty from New York and New
Jersey(See map on page 92). They found it rich in natural clearings and limestone soil, which
provided conditions for good grazing and for cultivating corn and tobacco crops. Many things in
the county have changed over the years, but most of the old values still remain and the people are
proud of their heritage.

Now we are being faced with the arrival of new people from outside the county. They are
people who want to escape from the pressures and problems of the larger cities and sometimes
from the excessive rules and regulations. They add new ideas and vi_ta]ity to the county. With
this influx of new residents, we need to make decisions noﬁr that will let us grow and‘ change
while we preserve our values and quality of life. We need a plan.

In March 1966 the Hardy County Commission passed an ordinance creating the Hardy
County Planning Commission, for the purpose of the development and planning of Hardy County.
At that time nine citizens and residents were appointed to serve on the Planning Commission.

The members were not only to represent the concerns of specific areas in the county but also
broader concerns, such as business, agriculture, education, transportation, public health and
safety, land conservation and historic preservation.

The Planning Commission adopted -- and the County Commission approved -- the
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county's first Zoning Ordinance on March 1, 1973. The ordinance was adopted for the purpose of
promoting the health, safety and general welfare of the residents of Hardy County. It was to
assist in developing land in an orderly and efficient manner and to help regulate and restrict the
height, number of stories and size of buildings and other structures, the percentage of a lot
that could be occupied, the size of lots, yards, courts, and other open spaces and the location
and use of buildings, structures and land for business, industry, residences and other purposes.
Further it was to help provide for adequate light and air, to prevent congestion and undue
crowding of land, to secure safety from fire, panic and other dangers, to conserve the value of
property, to provide adequately for schools, parks and other public requirements and, also,
to help insure that proper provisions were made for drainage, water supply, sewage and other
needed improvlements. |

This Zoning Ordinance was adopted in 1973 and was enforced until it was nullified
by the court in 1991,

B. Basis for a Comprehensive Plan

Why Should We Plan?

Planning is a process we all undérstand. |t consists of finding c;ut where we are, where we
want to go and how to get there. Just as a farmer or businessman ﬁlust plan activities that affect
him, so should a community plan the activities that affect it. Community planning will give

elected and appointed officials a rational basis for making decisions, based on what results are



desired, what future conditions are likely to occur and how various dependent actions can relate
to each other and be mutually beneficial.
How Should We Plan?
Although the planning process varies from community to community, there are several
basic steps, as follows:
1. Assess community values and identify problems and opportunities.
2, Determine overall goals and objectives.
3. Collect, update and analyze information.
4, Compare and choose an alternative plan.
5. Adopta Comprehgnsive Plan.
6. Develop ways to implément the plan,
7. Monitor the results and changing conditions in the community.
C. Organization of the Comprehensive Plan
The Comprehensive Plan has been organized as follows:
Part I consists of the introduction, which describes the reasons and basis for planning
as well as a statement of goals.
Part II contains sections on demographics, housing and development, which include
an analysis of data, primarily from the U.S. Bureau of Census, in each of these areas. These
sections provide much of the basic information from which Part TIT was prepared.
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Part 111 is comprised of background information, analysis and recommendations to
address the major trends and problems affecting the county. This part is broken into different
sections which include: Education, Transpoz_‘tation, Water Resources, Waste Water Treatment,
Solid Waste Disposal, Emergency Services, Parks and Recreation and Historic Preservation.

Part IV includes Land Use sections of agricultural, industrial and commercial and
residential development along with recomxﬁe%lded-afeas and a protected area.
Part V is a summary of the plan.
D. Statement of Goals
The following list of general .goals was prepared to serve as a guide for the preparation
of the Comprehensive Plan. These goals are blased on con-cems wuhm Hardy County and are in
no way conclusive; They are listed randomly, with no particular purpose as to their order,
and may change form time to time:
* To encourage growth and development in areas where sewer,
water, schools and other public facilities are available or can be provided
without excessive cost to the community.
* To insure that growth and development are both econonﬁcaﬂy and
environmentally sound.
* To promote the maintenance of an agricultural base in the county at a

level sufficient to insure the continued viability of farming.



grow at a steady one to two percent per year. Most rural communities at this time declined in
population, or at least remained unchanged. According to the Regional Research Institute at
West Virginia University, the population of Hardy County shoﬁld remain steady.

The overall population growth for Hardy County can be attributed to the availability of
jobs, which keeps our young people here, and, also, the migration from the metropolitan areas to

the rural and urban areas. This is a complete reverse to what was happening in the early to mid

1900's.
The following table, supplied by the Regional Research Institute, West Virginia

University, July, 1992, shows the breakdown of population by age groups and provides
a range of information for decision- making and planning for the future. Current population and

-projected population until the year 2020 is illustrated.

424270 12798 . 13115
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Population by District
According to the "1980 Population and Housing Characteristics for West Virginia" by
the Governor's Office of Economic Development, the 1980 population of Hardy County

by districts was as follows:

Capon District 1505
Wardensville Town 253
Lost River District 2022
Moorefield District 2004
Moorefield Town 1810
South Fork District 1998
Moorefield Town 495
Total 10087

According to the U.S. Census data, the population of Moorefield Corporation in 1980 was
2,805, and these numbers are included in the totals for Moorefield and South Fork Districts.
The population of Wardensville in 1980 was 253, which is included in the total for Capon District.

According to the 1990 Census, the population of Hardy County by district was as follows:

Capon District 2148
Wardensville Town 140
Lost River District 2224
Moorefield District 746
Moorefield Town 848
Old Fields District 1437
Moorefield Town 894
South Fork District 2134
Moorefield Town: 406
Total 10977
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The population of the Town of Moorefield was 2,148 in 1990, and this number was
included aspart of Moorefield, Old Fields and South Fork Districts. The population of
Wardensville Muqicipaﬁty was 140, and this number ﬁas included as part of the Capon District
(See map on Page 93).

Age and Sex Distribution

The overall age of the county's population is increasing, as is the rest of the nation. This is

most likely the result of three factors: The aging of the "baby boomers" generation (those born

between 1945 and 1960), overall greater life expectancy and lower fertility rates of women in

their childbearing years.
Age Distribution

Age 1980 Percent of Total 1990 Percent of Total
0-4 664 6.6 710 6.5
5-19 2456 245 2193 20.0
20-54 4437 443 5200 474
55-64 1086 10.8 1190 10.8
65+ 1387 138 1684 15.3

10,030 100% 10,977 100%

Median Age : 32.5 36.1

Source: 1990 Census and 1980 Region Data Bookiet
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Age Distribution By Sex

1980 Percent of Total 1990 Percent of Total

0-4  Female 342 3% 363 3%
' Male 322 3% - 347 3%
5-19 Female 1153 11% 1092 1%
Male 1303 13% 1101 1%

20-54 Female 2218 22% 2567 23%
Male 2219 22% 2633 23%

55-64 Female 562 6% 612 5%
Male 524 6% 578 5%

65 & Female 744 7% 935 9%
over _Male 643 6% 749 7%

10,030 10,977

Source: 1980 and 1990 U.S. Census Data Book
Ethnic Population
The ethnic minority population of Hardy County in 1990 consisted of 233 persons, or 2.1
percent of the total population. The percentage of minorities has stayed consistent at 2.1 percent
over the last ten years, and the vast majority of the minority population is in the Town of

Moorefield.
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Ethnic Breakdown of Population

Districts
_ Hardy Co. Capon Lest River Moorefield Old Fields
White 10,744 1,265 - 2,221 1,567 2,224
Black 209 15 1 ' 24 89
Am, Indian/Alaskan 14 4 0 3 2
Asian/Pacific Island 5 2 0 0 1
Other Race 5 2 2 0 1
Total 10,977 2,288 2,224 1,594 2,231

Households, Families and Marital Status
Changes in households, families and marital status provide an indication of the social
structure in the county. The difference between a household and a family household is that a
household is any housing unit occupied by unrelated persons, while a family household requires
that members be related by birth, Mage or adoption to the head of the household. The total
households in Hardy County in 1990 was 4,286. Of these 3,185 were classified as family
households, and 1,101 were non-family households. The average number persons per

household was 2.55. This figure indicates that the size of the family has been decreasing over the

past ien to twenty years.
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1990 Marital Status-15 years and over

Male Female
Single 1102 724
Married 2765 ' 2749
Separated 49 ' 50
Widowed 145 629
Divorced _299 316
4,360 4,447
+1.048* _1,098*
5,408 5,545 = 10,977

* Includes males and females under the age of 15 years.
Source: 1990 Census Data
Income and Poverty

Per capita income in the county has almost tripled, as can be seen by the following table.

Per Capita Income*
Hardy County
1969, 1979, 1989, 1994
1969 1979 1989 1994
$1,808 $4,487 $12.217 $17,573

Source: 1994 Census
Per Capita Personal Income

In 1994 Hardy County had a per capité personai income (PCPT) of $17,573. 'fhis PCP1
ranked eleventh in the state and was 102.7 percent of the state average, $17,113, and 81 percent
of the national average, $21, 696. In 1984 the PCPI of Hardy County was $8, 431 and ranked
34th in the state. The average annual growth rate of PCPI over the past ten years was 7.6
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percent. The average annual growth rate for the state was 5.6 percent and for the nation was 5.0

percent.
Income of Families and Households
Hardy County
1989
Income Households Families Non-Family
< than $5,000 N/A 121 328
$5,000 to $9,999 532 280 277
$10,000 to $14,999 590 415 180
$15,000 to $24,999 912 680 174
$25,000 to $34,999 767 638 83
$35,000 to $49,§99‘ 676 . 638 30
$50,000 to $74,999 299 278 17
$75,000 to $99,99% 40 40 0
$100,000 to $149,999 4 2 2
$150,000 or more 17 17 0

Median Income $20,745 $25,843 $8,374

The increase in income for people of Hardy County can be attributed to local
industry and an increase in jobs over the past five years. Also, the dry goods produced in Hardy
County has increased, causing those factories to expand facilities.
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Population Projections

We have included two different tables to look at for the projected growth of Hardy
Countjr. Table “S_eries M" is based on standard demographic methods. Generally, demographics
calculate current birth, survival and migration rates and use them to project the future
population. "Series M" uses the 1990 birth and death rates with the 1985-1990 migration rates.

"Series A" projections recognize two key factors of demographic changes in West
Virginia: Strong differences between counties and fluctuations over time in the balance between
immigration and emigration. Therefore, "Series A" uses the birth and death rates from 1990,
the most recent year available, and averages immigration and emigration rates from 1975 to
1980, 1980 t01985 and 1985 t01990.

Both tables are ugeﬁﬂ, and together they prévide a range for informal discussion, decision- |
making and planning. They illustrate what will happen under current conditions and under a
return to better times.

All indications are that Hardy County's population should gradually increase over the
next ten years at a rate of about one to two percent per year. Even though the major industries
have expanded, we do not foresee them causing a major incréase in population for Hardy County.
We believe that most of these jobs will be filled by the current people in Hardy County and the

remainder will come from surrounding counties.
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Series M
Census

Series M - Female

Census

Age 1995 2000 2005 20140 2015 2020
0-4 397 414 432 459 461
5-9 444:  442: 444 450 468 . 487
10-14 343 410 437! 439 445 462
15-19 408 364 431 456 457 482
20-24 356 393 ...389 420 435 431
25-29 399 412 443 432 477 486
i30-34 456 423 432 461: ... . 455 498
35-39 435 459 425 434 462 456
40-44 391 419 442 410: 418 445
45-49 418 425 . 458 .. 479; 441 445
50.54 A5 430 440 475 494 454
h5-59 282 318 433 446 482 500
60-64 299 295 337 452 471 511
65-69 299 275 273 310 416 433
70-74 225: . 242: 222 219 251 336
75-79 201 185 199 182 180 208
80-84 130 142 131, 140 129 127
85+ 2130 2144 L2588 158 163 159
Total 5,808 6,183 6,486 6,795 7.095 7.359
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Series M - Male
Census
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C. Housing Analysis
Introduction
This chapter examines housing based on information from the U.S. Bureau of Census and

the West Virginia Center of Economic Research. It provides a description of the characteristics

of housing in Hardy County.
Existing Housing Conditions
Housing Units 5,573
Occupied Units 4,286

Sourc e of Water

Public/Private 1,803
Drilled Well 2,668
Dug Well 249
Other 853
Sewage Disposal
Public Sewer 1,144
Septic/Disposal 3,431
Other 698
House Heating Fuel
Utility Gas 15
Bottled, Tank or LP Gas 336
Electricity 975
- Fuel Oil, Kerosene, etc. : 1,244
Coal - : 59
Wood : 1,636
Solar 9
Other 0

No Fuel 12
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Year Structure Built

1980-1989 1,665
1970-1979 1,297
1960-1969 598
1950-1959 ) 470
1940-1949 385
1939 or earlier 1,158
Bedrooms
None 69
One 369
Two 3,391
Three 2,888
Four 632
More than five 197
Lacking Complete .
Plumbing 664
Kitchens 467
Source: 1990 Census
Substandard Housing

In 1990 there were 664 units lacking complete plumbing, or about 12 percent. In
addition, 8 percent of the total units lacked completed kitchens.

Hardy County has approximately 1,287 units which are vacant for one reason or
another. Of these units 853 are ‘used as seasonal, recreational or occasionally used. This means
that 434 are permanently vacant according to the 1990 census data.

Age and Value of Housing Units
The age of the housing units in Hardy County varies; however, over one-half were built
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after 1970. It can also be noted that 20 percent were built earlier than 1939.

The median value of the owner-occupied units in Hardy County is $49,300 which is a
little 'iower than the median for the Region VIII counties. About 51 percent have a value
of $50,000 or less, and about 43 percent occupied are valued between $50,000 and $99,999.

Rooms and Persons Per Room

Hardy County has a total of 5,573 housing units. Of the;e less than one percent have no
bedrooms at all. The majority, or 77 percent, of the housing units have at least two to three
bedrooms.

There are about 2.59 persons per housing unit and about 2.35 persons per rental unit.
These figures are less than the Region YIII area as a whole.

| D. Econoﬁy Analysis
Ecohomy History

Hardy County was first settled by the Delaware, Shawnee and Catawba Indians
because of the natural clearings and limestone soil, which provided good grazing and cultivating
of corn and tobacco. The first white settlers were traders of European origin and appeared about |
1736 to 1737.

After the Civil War it was a time to rebuild farms, families and a new West Virginia.
The key to reconstruction lay in the development of transportation and the railroads that were to
bring new industry and prosperity to Hardy County. Agriculture, logging and cattle were still
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producing the major money for livelihood in Hardy County. Among new developments were
telephones, radios, motion pictures and vaudeville, all as early as 1913 in Moorefield. The
failroads en_tered the cbunty in 1910 and began a new era, providing benefits to the lumber, iron
and tanning industries.

In the modern era after World War IT Hardy County farmers were to produce more and
conserve more. Thus, the poultry industry became the most remarkable trend of the war years,
and poultry growing became Hardy County's major agriculture industry county-wide.

Agriculture

West Virginia is not a farm oriented state, ranking only 46th among the states in terms of
the value of agricultural goods produced. However, in Hardy County appro?iimately 141,742 of
the total 373,120 écres of land are actively farmed, which repl;esents about 38 percent of Hardy
County's total acreage.

In the last five years the number of farms in Hardy County has increased from 460 to 486.
These farms produce some $33 million worth of farm products annually.
Farm Statistics

1978 1987 1992

Number of Farms 462 460 486
Land in Farms 53,807 147,646 141,742
Average Size 333 321 292
Average Value per Farm 174,303 239,688 363,121
Average Value per Acre 503 764 1,234
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Inventory

1978 1987 1992
Cattle (all) | 20,951 23,264 23,084
Hogs and Pigs 7,545 3,970 2,078
Poultry 7,636,303 12,142,218 25,725,680
Crops, All Acres 41,540 48,960 45,815

Hardy County is the leader in poultry production, as the above table shows, is perhaps one
of the leading counties in West Virginia for agricultural goods produced.

Most of the farms in Hardy County are family-operated, and most have been in the same
family for many years, contributing to a stable farming community.

Employment and the Local Economy
Labor Force

There hav.e been some significant changes in the employment characteristics for Hardy
County due to the increased poultry production,

The number of employed people living in Hardy County has grown in recent years despite
fluctuations following the rise and fall of the national economy. The labor force for Hardy
County over the last ten years has increased by about 25 percent. According to the 1990 census
report, the population of Hardy County will continue to grow. This can be attributed to the
growth of our industry, causing people to move here for jobs; and much of the coimty's
work force commutes from the surrounding area on a daily basis to jobs within Hardy County.

As industry in Hardy County grows, we feel that the labor force will be available to meet

the demands. The labor force is strong in Region VIIL, and people are willing to travel to the
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places of industry to obtain needed jobs.

As can be seen on the tables below, Hardy County's unemployment rate has been
well below the national average and will continue to improve if Hardy County Rural Development
Aunthority can continue to attract new businesses and industries.

Hardy County will strive to support a business climate conducive to economic activity
and orderly economic growth. It will continue to support agriculture as a major industry of the
county. Along with providing needed jobs, Hardy County will provide strong support to travel
and tourist related activities to help boost the economy.

1987 to 1997
Emplqyment .Statistics
1987 1988 1989 1.990 1991 ﬂ 1994 1995 1996 1997
Labor 5,435 5,144 5620 6,050 6,020 62870 6,810 7,130 7,300 6,940

Employed 5,092 4,800 5,190 5,680 5,450 6,580 6,480 6,850 7,050 6,600
Unemployed 343 344 420 370 570 290 330 290 250 350

1987 to 1991
Unemployment Rates

1987 1988 1982 1990 1991 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997
Percent 631 668 747 612 947 42 49 40 34 50

Source: Monthly reports on the Civilian Labor Force, WV Department of Employment
Security.
Wages

Wages in Hardy County are below the state average and have been increasing gradu-
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ally over the last ten years. The annual wages increased about 33 percent from 1982 until 1991,
and over the last year 3.6 percent. However, they remain 28 percent below the state average.

- Average Annual Wage in Hardy County Industries

1990 Average

Average $14,911
Manufacturing $16,022
Agriculture $13,872
Construction $17,410
Utilities $24,447
Trade $9,389
Finance $14,283
Services $9,558
Government $17,276

Source: Bureau of Economics Programs
Business and Industry

Small business development in the region has always taken place in close proximity to
housing and population growth. The combination of limited mobility and poor transportation
routes has fostered early small business developments to be within the incorporated areas. The
outlying areas of the county are covered by the old family general stores, or "Mom and Pop"
stores which have declined rapidly over the past several years. They are no longer able to
compete with the targer chain stores.

The outlook for small business development in Hardy County should be continued growth
at a steady pace because of the employment in the area. There maybe a Vspurt of rapid growth

in some areas if Corridor H is built as planned, which will mostly be along the corridor itself.
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Future Economic Development

The county has several major advantages for economic growth and development. The
principal one of thgse is its location and closeness to major metropolitan cities. Moorefield, the
county seat, is approximately 231 miles from Charleston, WV, 53 miles from Cumberland, MD
and 135 miles from Washington, D.C.. Another advantage is that two of Hardy County's
industrial parks still have vacant space for new industries and future expansion of present
industries.

Road conditions may be a major restraint in the growth of business in the county.
Currently, the major highways in Hardy County are US Route 220, State Route 28, State Route
29, State Route 55 and Stat_e Route 259. However, these roads are narrow and have consid-
erable turns aﬁd steep grades. At the pre'sent time Appalachian Corridor H is proposed to cross
Hardy County north of Moorefield. This new four-lane road will allow Hardy County to be more
accessible to major four-lane highways, such as Interstate 79, Interstate 81 and Interstate 66 in
Virginia for a North-South and East-West transportation system.

Rail access to Hardy County is the South Branch Valley Railroad, which is owned and
operated by the West Virgiﬁia State Railroad Maintenance Authority. There are approximately
21 miles of operating railway in Hardy County.

Hardy County currently has three industrial parks to serve its industrial needs (See map on
page 94).
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The Wardensville Industrial Park is located in the beautiful Capon Valley one-half mile
north of the Town of Wardensville on State Routes 55 and 259. Totaling 29 acres of level land,
the park is above the IOO-year flood plain and is zoned for industrial use.

The Moorefield Industrial Park is located in the broad South Branch Valley one-half
mile south of Moorefield on US Route 220. Totaling 50 acres, the park has level topography, is
above the 100-year flood plain and is zoned for industrial use.

The Robert C. Byrd Industrial Park is located about one mile east of Moorefield on State
Route 55 and currently has 70 acres developed for industrial use. The park has approximately
another 130 acres that can be developed as the need arises.

To capitalize on the favorable economic_climate in Hardy County, Vthe Rural Development
Authority (HCRDA) is in charge of assisting new and existing ihdustry interested in locating,
relocating, or expanding operations within Hardy County. They can furnish assistance in obtain-
ing money through grants, loans and bonds and assist in arranging for credit and obtaining
land for sites, as well as other kinds of technical assistance.

The Development Authority has been effective in preparing brochures and advertisements
in magazines and newspapers to promote industrial Iocation in the county. It has become the
window through which industries and businesses can learn about the benefits of establishing in
Hardy County. The Development Authority is located in the Hardy County Courthouse at 204
Washington Street.
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Summary

It is the goal of the Economic Development Plan to expand the county's economy by
building upon the existing ecopomic base. The economy base of Hardy County consists of many
diverse activities: Agriculture, light industry, tourism, etc. It is necessary that these industries
grow and develop for the county. As the population gradually increases, more joﬁs will be needed
to support the labor force, and there will be a need for more businesses providing services. In
order to meet these demands, the county's economy must grow. It should be a balanced and
controlled growth. Each segment of the economy must be developed in a manner that does not
inhibit or threaten another (i.e., industry should not develop to the extent that it threatens
agriculture).

West Virginia in general may be at a disadvaﬁtage with its neighboring states in attracting
businesses because of recent reports stating businesses in West Virginia are taxed more heavily
than in surrounding states. While taxes are not the main criteria for determining business
location, it may be a determining factor when other factors are nearly equal. The business climate
is determined by such factors as transportation, access to markets, labor force, education, wage
rates and productivity, quality of life (cﬁme rate, school quality and cultural amenities), planned
environment, taxes and infrastructure. Improvements must be made in areas where Hardy County

is lacking to be competitive with its neighboring counties.
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Part ©II. Background and Analysis
A. Introduction

This section deals with fabi]ities and services that are already existing in Hardy County.
These topics change every day and need to be addressed often. They affect everyone living in
Hardy County as well as people visiting the county. Therefore, it is imperative that we address
these items and keep improving them as often as possible.

Many services and facilities are controlled by state and federal programs, and we have
very little control in what happens. We will keep improving these services and facilities as funds
are provided and as the need arises.

B. Education
Introduction

Education in one of the key elements of any comprehensive plan. We must maintain
high level educational programs that meets the needs of the students and the community. Improv-
ing these programs as conditions change is a major challenge for the educational community
program and is of the utmost importance in equipping each student for productive employment
and a satisfying life. Quality education is equally important to the economic developthent and
quality of life in the Hardy County community. The public schools in Hardy County are under the
control of the Hardy County Board of Education, a five member board elected at large on a
nonpartisan ballot for a term of four years. Boards of Education in West Virginia are politically
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and physically independent, but they are heavily regulated by state government.
Present School System

Presently, the public school system in Hardy County consists of five schools on three sites.
East Hardy Early/Middle Childhood School (grades K-8) and East Hardy High School (grades
9-12) occupy a hilly 113 acres site just west of Baker near the geographic center of the county.
The East Hardy attendance area includes all of the territory from the South branch Mountain east
to the Virginia border. East Hardy High School started as a vocational school in 1974, A major
addition was added to make a comprehensive high school in 1979. East Hardy Early/Middle

Childhood School was completed in 1992, The East Hardy Schools complex is a result of
 consolidating Mathias and Wardensville schools.

Moorefield Elementary School (grades K-6) and Moorefield High School (grades 7-12)l
occupy very limited sites across Main Street from each other in downtown Moorefield. The
original part of Moorefield High School was first occupied in 1940, with a major addition in the
early 1950's. There was la second major addition in the mid 1970's, and several smaller additions
at other times. The teh—acre site is extremely crowded. There is insufficient space for a running
track or adequate parking. Generally, the building is in good condition, but the oldrsection needs a
new HVAC system, a new electrical and lighting system, and general interior renovation.
Moorefield Elementary School was constructed on an 11.4-acre site in 1973, Approximately one-
third of the site is near the riverbed and floods often. The construction of the flood control levee
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will help reduce the usable space on this site. There was a kindergarten addition in 1978, and the
building was completely renovated following the devastating flood of 1985. Two new
kindergarten rooms were 'é.dded in 1998. The School Board recently purchased approximately
two acres of additional land for the Elementary School on the north end of the current property.

The Moorefield Middle School (grades 5-8) was opened during the 1997-98 school term.
It is located along Route 55 east of the town limits and is located on approximately 50 acres of
flat to rolling property that overloads the South Branch Valley. (See map on Page 95)

Currently, with the new middle school and the addition to the elementary school, Hardy
County Schools has adequate facilities for the present and for reasonable future growth.
However, if the growth in the county accelerates, additional school construction wﬂl be
necessary.

Students in the Moorefield attendance area have the opportunity to aitend the South
Branch Vocational-Technical Center at Petersburg for vocational training. The center serves all
of Grant and Pendleton Counties and the western end of Hardy County.

Enrollment Trends and Projection

Public school enrollment in Hardy County declined for a great many years, bottoming out
in 1986. Since that time the enrollment has increased steadily, particularly in the western part of
the county. The recent dramatic expansion of the poultry industry in the western part Hardy
County has greatly increased enrollment, substantially in the Moorefield area, and this increase is
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expected to continue and possibly accelerate as the availability of housing catches up with the
demand. Everyone seems to agree that the eastern part of Hardy County is on the verge of rapid
increased growth, but no one is sure when that growth will occur. Obviously, the Washington,
D.C. metropolitan area is pushing westward at a rapid rate. Hardy County will be feeling the
effects of that westward movement in the future. There is a strong likelihood that this growth will
be closely correlated with the development of transportation systems, with the construction of

Appalachian Corridor H from Moorefield to the Virginia border, being the most critical event.

Fourteen Year Enrollment
Year EHEMCS* EHHS MES _MMS MHS TOTAL
1984-85 472 286 647 539 1,944
1985-86 492 . 256 603 539 1,890
1986-87 537 260 592 539 1,928
1987-88 525 217 626 516 1,884
1988-89 517 222 612 537 1,888
1989-90 510 217 617 508 1,852
1990-91 523 228 637 529 1,917
1991-92 519 216 642 529 1,906
1992-93 509 228 678 505 1,920
1993-94 482 240 702 519 1,943
1994-95 484 246 691 557 1,978
1995-96 509 242 737 555 2,043
1996-97 : 492 247 722 587 2,048
1997-98 544 226 574 381 364 2,089

* Combined enrollments of Wardensville and Mathias Schools 1984-85 to 1991-92.
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C. Transportation
Introduction

The roads of West Virginia, and Hardy County in particular, were sufficient in the 1960's
and the 1970's. However, many of today's roads still follow the old carriage and wagon roads
and, except for paving, have not been improved. What improvements were made were done
when the traffic was lighter and slower.

With increasing population, jobs and the changing lifestyles of our residents, our county
roads have had to bear tﬁe burden of increased traffic volume and heavier commercial vehicles.
As a result, the county roadways have developed numerous problems.

Ha;dy County's highway system of the 1980's, 1990's and the ﬁthre is faced with ipad-
equate funding and increased trﬁc flow, as is the rest of West Virginia. Of all the problems to
be addressed in a Comprehensive Plan, transportation is one of the most urgent. The improve-
ment or deterioration of transportation in Hardy County will directly affect our quality of life.

Since the incorporated areas of Hardy County (Town of Moorefield and Town of
Wardensville) handle their own land use plans and regulations, they will not be subject to guide-
lines or regulaﬁons that are developed as part of the county's Comprehensive Plan. However,
they are the sites where major roads converge and often are the first to observe traffic problems
dealing with increased flow. Therefore, their transportation needs must be considered along with
those for the rest of the county.
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If we are to have a sufficient transportiation system for Hardy County, several general

goals need to be achieved:

* Safety of pedestrians and motorists should be maintained and unsafe conditions elimi-
nated.

*Efficient traffic flow needs to be achieved and maintained in both rural and urban areas.

*Coordination of federal, state, municipal and private resources and efforts need to be
developed so that priorities can be established and limited resources can be put to their best use.

Furthermore, the county will need to adopt more aggressive and innovative ideas
toward solving the transportation problems in order to overcome the financial and legal limita-
ﬁons which presently exist. The county should adopt the role as :advocate for road improvements
as well as lobby for appropriate changes in legislation and funding.

Background -

All roads and highways in the county are categorized based on their ownership and
maintenance. Most of the heavily traveled roads are part of the state road system and owned and
maintained by the State Department of Transportation. These include feeder roads, expressway,
secondary and delta roads.

This classification system that applies to roads in Hardy County is shown on Map. Route
55 and Route 220 from the stoplight in Moorefield to the bridge are classified as an expressway.

The feeder roads are Routes 12, 259, 59 and 220 to the county lines. Secondary roads are
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most all other roads covered by the county's Department of Transportation.

The second group is private roads. These are owned by individuals or groups of
homeowners, who are responsible for their maintenance. Hardy County does not have "orphan”
roads, as do some surrounding counties. Unlike some neighboring states, West Virginia has no
county-owned and maintained roads.

Transportation is an integral part of all aspects of life in Hardy County and is influenced by
a variety of factors, one of the most important being population density. Other areas of concern,
such as the adequacy of emergency service, industry, etc., are in turn affected by the quality of
our transportation system. Therefore, when reviewing this section, one should also look at the
sections on emergency service, population and industry and how they relate to the transportation
network.

Analysis of Transportation Problem
A detailed analysis of highway problems in Hardy County is not available. With the lack
of funding for highways in the county, problems will persist or increase with time, unless a
complete study is done and local officials press for funding from both the state and federal
governments or local taxes are increased.

Although increased traffic volume is the direct cause of many transportation problems, we
are faced with another problem that is even more serious. At present the county is unable to
control the funding, the design and location of roads, building and maintenance. The ability
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of developers to erect structures or make other improvements directly in the path of planned state
or federal highway construction is a prime example. We are limited in ways we can deal with
current problems and prevent future ones. Ifhighway funds are to be put to their best use,
citizens, public interest groups and legislators must work together to eliminate these problems at
the state level.

Existing Road Systems

The major highways in Hardy County are US Route 220, State Route 28, State Route 29,
State Route 55 and State Route 259. (See Map on Page 96) At the present time Appalachian
Corridor H will cross Hardy County north of Moorefield toward Baker and on to Wardensville.
Construction for the proposed Corridor H has been tentatively set for the spring of 1999. (See
map on Page 97). | | |

Several bridges are in the process of being replaced in Hardy County, and several have
been replaced or repaired, with several others scheduled for repairs.

In general, new roads and road improvements should be provided according to West
Virginia Department of Highways and county design standards. There is a need to plan road im-
provements to deal with traffic on local roads and to maintain an efficient road system. Attention
should be given to the design and construction standards for new roads, and the standards should
be improved, if necessary. There is a need to identify unsafe locations and improve the safety of
these locations. When planning for future roads, special attention needs to be given to land use.
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Railroad Service

The only rail service in Hardy County is the South Branch Valley Railroad(See map on
Page 98), which is owned and operated by ihe West Yirginia Department of Transportation,
There are approximately 21 miles of operating railway in Hardy County. The industrial customers
of the railroad are the Wampler Longacre Chicken, Inc. facilities in the Moorefield Industrial
Park. The railroad also offers weekend sight seeing excursions. Since Hardy County has just
added the Robert C. Byrd Industrial Park, out side of Moorefield on Route 55, railroad service
may be expanded to serve this site.

Air Service

Air servic;e to Hardy County is provided by the Grant County Airpoﬁ outside of Peters-
bui‘g in neighboring Grant Coﬁnty. This airport has a 4,000 foot-long, lighted, asphalt ﬁnway for
day and night landing. It serves private, non-business customers as well as industries of the area.

The nearest airport with commercial service is 53 miles away at Wiley Ford, WV, just out-
side of Cumberland, MD. It has a 5,050-foot-long paved runway. Less then a three-hour drive,
Dulles International Airport near Washington, D.C. offers commercial airline service to the world.
In addition, theré are airports at Winchester, VA, Weyers Cave, VA, Martinsburg, WV,‘
Elkins, WV and Hagerstown, MD. (See map on page 99).

Public Transportation
Hardy County is currently provided limited public transportation by Potomac Valley Tran-
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sit Authority (PVTA), which runs buses between Petersburg, Moorefield, Romney, Capon Bridge
and Winchest.er, VA, stopping at different locations along its route. The PVTA runs a route from
Petersburg, Moorefield and Wardensville to Winchester,‘ stopping at different locations along this
route. It also makes runs to Cumberland, MD and Harrisonburg, VA,

Because of scattered population, a mass public transportation system is not feasible
for Hardy County. Experience has shown that people rarely use the bus when it is more
convenient to use their cars. Thus, any transportation plan that includes buses will have to
provide an incentive to both the rider and carriers without creating a financial burden for the
public.

Long-Range Highway Projects

Major improvements td the state road network have been slow to materialize because of
funding limitations. At present the most significant road project for Hardy County will be Corri-
dor H which will be a four-lane highway to the Virginia border with future connection to
Interstate 79 and Interstate 81.

Although this fbur—lane road will help with the problem of overcrowded highways and un- |
safe conditions of ;mr two-lane highways when dealing with the heavy industrial traffic, we must
also look at ways to improve our existing road system and make it safe and durable because
of the major tourist attractions in our area.

Another problem is the increased traffic through Moorefield because of the locations of
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the industries and the limited access to them. The construction of a bypass around Moorefield
would help to eliminate the congestion in Moorefield during the peak hours. In particular this by-
pass would reduqe the amount of truck traffic in Moorefield and improve flow, noise levels, and
the overall quality of life. In addition to a bypass, the Town of Moorefield and the highway
department need to look at another route in town from the south side of the South Fork to the
north side to help eliminate congestion within the town during peak hours.
Recommendations

The following recommendations address specific transportation problems and try to
provide criteria to be used to guide road planning, building, maintenance and modifications for
ﬁJtpre growth. Although the county's transportation problems are many, its ability to respond to
them is; limited by the inadequate funding made availaBle to our county by the State of West
Virginia. These problems in themselves are beyond the scope of our study, however, many of
these obstacles can be removed through public pressure or legislative action.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation should be urged to develop a schedule
for the design and funding of all state roads so that municipal and county governments have ample
time to incorporate these changes into their owﬁ transportation plans. All plans for the
developing or changing of state roads within the county should be closely coordinated with the
Planning Commission.

Hardy County can do little more than attempt to persuade the Department of Transpor-
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tation of the benefits of long-range planning for the county. However, much can be done within
the county to set priorities for road building, modifications and maintenance. Funding for the
county will continue to be far below that needed to create an adequate transpdrtation system.
Therefore, public hearings should be held periodically to identify and prioritize transportation
needs so that funds can be spent where they will do the most good. Furthermore, such a list of
priorities can serve as an unambiguous guide to the Department of Transportation when planning
future highway projects.

Land Use Regulations

Regulation of land use should be one of the major tools used to maximize the efficiency
of the existing highways. Land use areas should be established so that they do not overtake the
existing Mghwﬁys. For example, developxﬁents likely to generate trafﬁ;: should be located away
from population areas to minimize further congestion.

Areas that have been developed for commercial and office use should be channeled to
roads capable of handling traffic. Two-lane roads that have limited sight distances and numerous
furns are not adequate for large offices and commercial use where a lot of traffic is generated.
Residential areas should be piaced along these road corridors.

Hardy County needs to monitor traffic flow on its roads and determine the capacity of its
local service roads. We shoqld develop the public or private means to state standards and to in-
sure that new private roads meet appropriate design criteria.
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When land is developed along major roads, areas should be reserved to allow for future
road improvements, such as widening or building frontage roads, when traffic densities increase.
The county should advocate the adoption of legistation which will reserve areas for acquisition of
future roads and restrict private land and building developments.

Generation of Revenue

The generation of revenues to cover transportation needs within the State of West
Virginia requires legislative action. Thought should be given to whether residential or com-
mercial developments should help pay for the improvements needed to accommodate increased
traffic flows.

We should seek federal funds to help supplement state and local transportation funds
whenever possible. Our county officials need to find methods of obtaining more State highway
funds and of having increased control over locally generated tax revenue.

Specific Improvements

The county should recommend to the Department of Transportation that priority be given
to the traffic flow problems in Moorefield, upgrading hazardous intersections, improving road
alignments and creaﬁng and/or widening shoulders and roads where feasible. We should
recommend that the state use the following priorities for road maintenance: resurfacing, snow

removal, shoulders, signs and signals, markings and trash removal.
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D. Water Resources

This section will present an analysis of the water resources and overview of current and
anticipated problems and will try to address recbnnnendations for the future. In this section, as
well as virtually every other section, the problems and resources of the municipalities must also be
considered when a Comprehensive Plan for Hardy County is formulated, even though these
municipalities have independent systems of land use planning and regulations. Central water
systems are located in the municipalities of Hardy County and generally have the capacity to
accommodate some adjacent development. Since future growth is expected to take place
primarily outside the incorporated areas, municipal and county needs will have to be carefully
coordinated.

Most residents usually do not perceive water resources and water quality to be a major
problem. However, water may be unsafe to use even though it tastes, looks and smells accept-
able. Deterioration of drainage/septic fields and contamination of ground water occur quietly and
invisibly.

Most communities have learned the hard way that clean water is one of their most valu-

~able resources and that ﬁater quality cannot be maintained without adequate methods of waste
water treatment and solid waste disposal. Our area has become more aware of the potential
water problems because of the poultry industry using so much of our water supplies while at the
same time the farmers are trying to dispose of their litter from their poultry houses. Once the
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ground water becomes polluted, the condition is virtually irreversible. The local economy may
suffer because growth and development may stop and the public's health may be jeopardized if we
do not have suitable resources for growth. |

Currently, most of the water services in the county is supplied by private systems, i.e.,
by individual wells, privately owned public systems, natural springs and, in some cases, cisterns.
However, public-operated central water systems serve the municipalities of Moorefield and Ward-
ensville and currently provide water to several thousand county residents outside the corporate
limits, as well as the Rig, Critestown, Hardy County Public Service District and Caledonia
Heights public water systems.

Many wells that were constmcted before Health Department regulations were in place are

highly susceptible to contamination from fertilizer, septic effluent, pesticides, and petroleum by-

products.
As Hardy County continues to develop, various land uses will compete for and place de-

mands on the county's water resources. Ground water will probably continue to be the primary
water resource for the county's residents and businesses. Policies adopted by the county should
provide for the optimum management of ground water. The county must recognize that the mu-
nicipaliﬁes use surface watér and that it has a responsibility to help the towns protecf these water
resources, If the county fails to effectively manage and protect its ground water resources, it may
have to rely on costly surface water improvements and wafer treatment facilities.

The county should identify the major surface area through which ground water is replen-
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ished and designate such areas for natural resource uses or other land uses which would not
threaten to pollute the quality of this resource. Although our ground water resources appear to
be capable of serving county needs, the coimty should identify potential surface waterl resource
sites.

In agricultural areas served by private wells, the county should review minimum lot re-
quirements to insure the continued availability of potable ground water.

When persons propose to subdivide lots within a development and add these new lots to
the development's existing central water system, the county should continue to require such sub-
division to adequately demonstrate that the additional lots can be served without a significant ad-
verse eﬁ‘ect_ on the quality and quanti‘;y of the water system.

To protect areas that make use of surface water, the county should adopt énd administer
an effective storm water management program/ordinance that maintains or improves the quality of
the county surface water.

When areas make use of surface water, the county should adopt a program in conjunction
with the local Natural Resource Conservation Service and Farm Bureau which would encourage
local farms to use thé best management practices in their agricultural operations. These practices_
should include maintaining undisturbed/untilied strips of land adjoining streams and creek banks,
sighting animal waste facilities to minimize discharges or raw waste water into stream channels
and the appropriate application of fertilizers, herbicides and pesticides to agricultural crops and
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fields.
If the above recommendations are to be put into practice, funding for the development and -

preservation of water resources is needed. The West Virginia Code provides some regulations on
the ways in which communities can build, maintain and pay for water systems, including bohd
issues and user fees. Therefore, we must try to obtain funds through state and federal agencies
when available, to meet the needs of the county water systems and services.
Public Water Service
Hardy County Public Service District

The Hardy County Public Service District (PSD) was created on July 2, 1974, by the
Hardy County Commission to provide rural water and sewer service to the residents of Hardy
County. The Distﬁct's territéry includes all areas of Hardy County except those territories
included within the municipal corporations of Moorefield and Wardensville. (See map on page ).

PSD Route 220 Scuth Water System - Phase I
The PSD Route 220 South Water System extends south of Moorefield along U.S. Route
220. It consists of approximately 11 miles of main line, one booster station, one 100,000 gallons
storage tank and appurtenances. This system serves approximately 233 customers and began er
service in October, 1988. The water for this system comes from the Toﬁﬁ of Moofeﬁeld Plant.
PSD Fort Run - Cunningham Lane - Old Fields System - Phase I and ITI
The PSD Fort Run-Cunningham-Old Fields system was completed in 1994, It serves

approximately 209 customers. The system consists of a150,000 gallon-storage tank. Phase III,
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which includes Fisher, Hutterville and the Dooley areas, was completed in 1996 and serves 176
customers. Wardensville Rural Water Project, completed in 1996, serves 94 customers along
| Route 55 and Trout Run Road.
Phase III

A water project was completed in 1999, and provides water service along Welton Orchard
Road, Frosty Hollow, Trough, Powder Spring and Hutter Roads. It consists of 150,000, 54,000
and 22,000 gallon storage tanks, two booster stations and serves approximately 150 customers.

Hardy County Rural Development Authority

This utility is located approximately one mile east of the Town of Moorefield. It serves
the Caledonia Heights Subdivision, which was constructed by the Hardy County RDA to provide
adequate housing for Hardy County reside.nts. It provides water service to approximately 81
customers.

The water and sewer system, completed in 1968, consists of approximately two miles of
distribution lines. Water treatment and storage is provided by the Town of Moorefield. The

Hardy County Rural Development Authority is regulated by the West Virginia Public Service

Commission.
Town of Moorefield

The Town of Moorefield is located in northwestern Hardy County and is the county seat.
It provides water service to 1,100 (847 residential, 229 commercial and 24 industrial) customers.

The Town's water system was constructed in 1960, with improvements being made in
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1975, 1986 and 1994, and consists of two filtration plants with a combined pumping capacity of
3,340 gallons per minute, filtering capacity and raw intakes and storage tanks with capacities of
3,750,000 gallons total and approximately 18 miles of main line. Raw water is obtained from the
South Fork and South Branch of the Potomac River. Moorefield expansions have been created
by the new Wampler Longacre Chicken, Inc. facilities and the expansions of other industries as
well as water being required by the Hardy County Public Service District for its new facilities in
the county. It should be noted that the town's water plant is currently pumping at two-thirds
capacity. The Town of Moorefield system is regulated by the West Virginia Public Service Com-
mission.
Town of Wardensville

The town of Wardensville is located in northeastern Hardy County. It provides ﬁater
service to 218 (188 residential, 29 commercial and one industrial) customers.

The town's water system was constructed in 1967 and consists of a 110 gallons per minute
treatment plant, two tanks with capacities of 100,000 and 300,000 gallons and approximately
six miles of main line. The town currently uses about 87,000 gallons per day with a capacity of
187,200 gallons per day. Therefore, they should have approximately 100,(500 gallons ,ﬁer day
availability.

Raw water is obtained from Hawkins Spring. The town has drilled two dry wells and is
planning to drill a third well as a source of backup water for the Town of Wardensville. The
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Town of Wardensville's system is regulated by the West Virginia Public Service Commission,
Future Plans

1. PSD Fisher-Kessel System: A system has 1b.een funded to provide public water service
to the Fisher-Kessel area situated west of Moorefield. Map shows that the approximate location
of this system and the areas which it will approximately serve 140 customers. It is hoped that this
system will commence sometime between 1994 and 1995, The water will come from the
Moorefield plant. Also there is a Phase III-A being planned to include the Welton Orchard Road
area to the Grant County System.

2. PSD South Fork System: A system is planned that will provide water service to
residents along the South Fork Road (county Route 7) beginning at the Tannery and continuing
South for an unspecified distance. Map snnws the approximnte location of this system and the
areas that it will serve approximately 10 customers. No construction date has been set for this
system. The water for this system will come from the Moorefield Plant.

As public water service is expanded in Hardy County, it is anticipated that the population
in these areas will likewise increase.

The existing Kimsey Run Dam and the Upperl Cove Dam near Lost River wére
built for flood control purpose, but could be a valuable water supply for the Lost River Valley.

3. Trout Run Road and Route 55 West water system to serve about 82 customers has
been funded.
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E. Waste Water Treatment
Introduction

This section presents an analysis of waste water treatment, an overview of current and
anticipated problems and possible solutions for the future of Hardy County. As discussed before,
the problems and resources of the municipalities must be considered when a Comprehensive Plan
is formulated for the county, even though these municipalities have their own systems of land use
planning and regulations. Central waste water treatment facilities are located in Moorefield and
Wardensville and may have the capacity to accommodate some adjacent development. Most
likely, future growth is expected to take place outside of these areas; therefore, the county and
muniqipalities will need to carefully qoordinatg their efforts.

Several years ago waste ‘Water treatment systems were not perceived to be a serious
issue. However, now with limited water supplies and failing septic systems, we must look at this
problem in great detail. Deterioration of drainage/septic fields and contamination of ground
water happens quietly and invisibly. Therefore, we must eliminate these problems by correcting
poor septic systems and inadequate waste water treatment facilities in the county.

Waste Water Provi_ders
Hardy County Rural Development Authority

This utility is located approximately one mile east of the Town of Moorefield. It serves

the Caledonia Heights Subdivision which was constructed by the Hardy County RDA to provide
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adequate housing for Hardy County residents. It provides sewer service to 71 (all residential)
customers.

The sewer system was comp}eted in 1968 and consists of approximately two miles of
gravity collection line and a treatment plant (1.26-acre lagoon). The effluent stream is Dumpling
Run. The Hardy County Rural Development Authority is regulated by the West Virginia Public
Service Commission.

Town of Moorefield

The Town of Moorefield is located in northwestern Hardy County and is the county seat,
1t provides sewer service to 1,027 (790 residential, 221 commercial and 16 industrial) customers.

The current sewage collection and trea;ment system was completed in 1984. The No-
vember, 1985 Flood dest;oyed the treatment plant. Constl;uction of a new plant was cdmpleted
during the summer of 1988. The system consists of a 477,000 gallons-per-day (GPD) lagoon
treatment plant, six lift stations and approximately thirteen miles of collection lines. The effluent
stream is the South Branch of the Potomac River. The sewage is treated by the use of an ultra-
violet system plus chlorine. It should be noted that the town's discharge permit has been
increased to 600,000 gallons per day and is at- capacity. The Town of Moorefield is currently
planning to remove the storm sewers from the sanitary sewers in the north part of town, and this
should increase capacity. The town of Moorefield is regulated by the West Virginia Public

Service Commission,
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Town of Wardensville

The Town of Wardensville is located in northeastern Hardy County. It provides sewer
service td 213 (184 residential, 28 comme;cial and one industrial) customers.

The town's sewer system was constructed in 1980 and consists of a 100,000 GPD lagoon
treatment plant, two lift stations and approximately five miles of collection line. The effluent
stream is the Cacapon River. The plant was designed to handle approximately 1,000 sewer
customers. Currently there are about 700, customers which would allow for growth of about
another 200 to 300 customers. At peak flow times the plant receives about 75,000 to 80,000
GPD. However, during normal flow it operates at about 30,000 to 50,000 GPD. The Town of
Wardensville is regulated by_ the West Virgigia Public Servic_:e District.

| Wampler Longacre, Inc.

Wampler Longacre, Inc., which operates facilities in the Town of Moorefield, has its
own Waste Water Treatment Facility consisting of an Activated Sludge System.

They are currently allowed to discharge 2,160,000 GPD into the South Fork of the Po-
tomac River. They are currently discharging about two million gallons a day, allowing for only
" a 160,000 GPD availability for future expansion. It should be noted that .this is a private facility
and handles only the waste from their processing facilities. It does not handle any human waste.

They are also regulated by the West Virginia Public Service Commission.
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Hester Industries, Inc.

Hester Industries, Inc. operates a private facility in the Town of Moorefield to handle
industrial waste from their 'plant.. They have a Biological Secondary. System with an Oxidation
Ditch.

They are currently allowed to discharge 1,000,000 GPD to the South Fork of the Potomac
River. They currently are discharging about 500,000 to 600,000 GPD, which leaves about
400,000 GPD for future expansion. It should be noted that their system does not handle any
domestic waste and they are also regulated by the West Virginia Public Service Commission,

Hardy County Rural Development Authority Prepackage Treatment Plant

The Hardy County Rural Development Authority developed the Prepackage Treatment
Plant in1995 to serve the Rbbert C. Byrd Hardy Counfy industrial park and business project. This
property is located approximately one mile east of Moorefield. The first seventy acres are
developed with approximately eighty additional acres available for future industrial and business
development.

Analysis and Recommendations
Background

Overall, pit privies and septic/drainfield systems provide the exclusive means of waste
water treatment for residents of Hardy County. Given the agricultural nature of the county,
these systems have usually posed ittle or no danger to the community and natural environment.
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However, now with the increased litter production from the poultry industry, we must make every
effort to eliminate as many potential problems as possible.

Most residential developments in rural areas have private septic systems for each individ-
ual building lot. There are very few package plants in the county, except for schools and perhap.s
some commercial developments.

Analysis of Problems and Recommendations

All methods of waste water treatment from the largest central facilities to the smallest resi-
dential drainage/septic fields, produce solids that must be disposed of properly. Thus, solid waste
disposal is an integral part of waste water treatment. Virtually all common methods of treating
wastes require quantitieé of water to operate properly. Therefore, the availability of water re-
sources must be considered as part of the process of identifying problems and devéioping solu-
tions for waste water treatment. Also, there is a general lack of public awareness about the rela-
tionship that exists between water resources, waste water treatment, sludge disposal and
the basic maintenance procedures for septic/drainfield systems. Public education is needed for
both adults and children so that county residents can become more aware of their environment
and the potential for ﬁollution.

Hardy County should support the adequate staffing of the State Division of Environmental
Protection and local Health Department to assure that water quality violations and improper dis-
charges of effluent are regularly monitored and the necessary legal steps are taken to correct any
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violations,

Building central waste water treatment plants involves large capital expenditures. The
availability of state and federal funding for publié central waste water treatment plants is limited
and will probably remain so indefinitely. Hardy County should actively seek federal and state
grants and matching funds, augmented by local bond issues, to construct waste water treatment
facilities when needed. Whenever possible, county officials should work with municipal officials
to solve problems that both are having with the treatment of waste water.

Non-point source pollution from poultry and livestock pursuits is receiving great attention
from state and federal regulators. In an effort to reduce these non-point source pollutants
gaining entry intp the water supplies, and thereby improving water quality, a document has been _
prlepa:ed. This document is the Nuttignt Management and Water Quality Practices for Vthe West
Virginia Poultry Industry. The implementation of these guidelines is at present strictly voluntary.
Poultry producers are taking the lead in the drafting of individual nutrient management plans for
farms in the region. Specialists working with the implementation process report the continuing
construction of litter storage sheds. Many of these sheds are being built without the benefit of
cost sharing. The changerin law that allows for mortality to be composed as a legal means of

disposal of mortality saw an increase of approximately 15 percent during a nine-month period in

1995.
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F. Solid Waste Disposal

Being rural, Hardy County has not traditionally needed to concern itself with solid waste
disposal problems. However, in recent ygars'fhe county has had to deaI with an appropriate
means of solid waste collection and disposal in order to minimize public health hazards. State
laws require the disposal of all solid waste in approved disposal sites.

Hardy County officials have been working closely with the Region 8 Solid Waste Author-
ity to help with this growing problem that focuses on all areas of West Virginia.

Tllegal dumping sites throughout the county, usually along secluded rural roads, continue
to be a problem. These sites are not only visually offensive but are also potential hazards to pub-
lic health because thgy support vermin and insect pests and may contribut_e to ground/smface
watef contamination. The counfy needs to address these illegal dumps and work with state
officials, groups and organizations to clean them up.

It is the intent of the Solid Waste Authority to develop and implement a comprehensive
litter control and solid waste management plan for the region that will protect public safety,
health and the welfare of its citizens.

Hardy Couﬁty must provide for the safe and sanitary disposal of solid waste for all
residential, commercial and industrial sources. It must reduce the degradation of both ground
and surface waters by eliminating open dumps, promiscuous discarding of solid waste and other
deleterious methods of solid waste disposal.
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We must try to reduce the volume of material entering the waste stream that can be
recycled to recover a valuable resource. By doing these things we can increase the property
values and restore/retain the natural beauty of Hardy County by removing unsightly litter and
open dumps from roadsides, streams and other public places.

We must foster public education activities designated to impact the attitude of the con-
sumer to voluntarily reduce his/her use of disposable products or packaging.

Therefore, because of these problems, Hardy County will be forced to pay higher trash
bills because of state and federal laws regulating the current landfills in our areas. Hardy County
must continue to work with the Region 8 Solid Waste Authority as much as possible to bring
about alternatives to the_ solid waste problems in our area.

A;s of November 1, 1993, the landfill near Petersburg, West Virginia, which handled all the
solid waste from Hardy County, closed as required by its current permit. After much debate and
discussion, the Solid Waste Authority now operates a transfer station to handle the solid waste
as required by the State of West Virginia. This waste is transferred to an approved landfill
in Tucker County.

Through this process couﬁty residents should consider recycling as much a possible to
reduce the amount of solid waste being taken to the transfer station. Region 8's transfer
station will be designed to reflect space allocation and the ability to incorporate recycling activ-

ities at the station.
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Recycling centers sponsored by community groups should be encouraged to recycle
materials such as glass, metal, tires and oil. The county should develop a public education plan
to encourage a sense of commimity and stewardship that would‘ encourage proper solid waste
disposal and discourage littering while encouraging recycling projects.

The county should also consider the use of solid waste storage bins (dumpsters), where
trash is being illegally dumped, to facilitate the pick-up of solid waste and to eliminate trash
dumped at different locations in the county. The county also needs to develop a site or area
where construction debris, yard wastes, and other non-infectious types of waste can be disposed
of.

G. Emergency Services
Introduction

The following sections present an analysis of the present police, fire and rescue services
or overview of current and anticipated problems and recommendations for the future,

The size and type of emergency services we will need in the future depends primarily on
the age, location and size of our future population and on traffic density.r For these reasons this
section on Emergency Services should be read in conjunction With the chapters on transportaﬁon
and population.

Long-range estimates of population and traffic growth may vary, but several needs are
clear, First, close cooperation among state, county and municipal agencies will be essential if
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future citizens are to be provided adequate emergency services at a reasonable cost. Second,
volunteerism is part of Hardy County's heritage and the backbone of the county's fire and rescue
services. We'need to nurture this siairit of giving and caring so that ﬂlture generations will have a
safe and healthy place to live. Third, citizens and legislators need to work on modifying state
laws so that counties have more flexibility in dealing with problems brought on by rapid develop-
ment. Last, our school system should be encouraged to help our children understand issues rela-
ting to emergency medical aid, traffic safety and personal security and develop an appreciation
for the efforts of the police and fire rescue personnel, who serve without pay and at great personal 7
risk and sacrifice.
Office of Emergency Services

The Hardy County Offices of Emergency Services ilas a functional office located in the jail
building on the east side of the Court House. The office has FAX service, is connected to the
internet, a telephone number (304-538-7961) that is call forwarded to a pager when the office is
not occupied. The Director of Emergency Services can be contacted by pager any time by dialing
434-3148 and punching in the telephone number you want a response returned to.

An active Local Emergency Planning Committee meets evefy three months with
emergency responders and business representatives. These meetings are open to the public.
Items of interest to the emergency response providers, hazardous materials incidents are
discussed and exercises are planned and carried out several times a year.
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A dedicated radio frequency approved by the Federal Communications Commission for
use by the Hardy County Office of Emergency Services and other units needing this frequency
wilt soon be on the air for the benefit of all concerned. Radios are available in the lOﬂice of
Emergency Services (OES) to communicate with the fire departments, state police, ambulances,
county highway headquarters and the Department of Natural Resources. These radios are for use
during disaster response and recovery operations only.

Hardy County Volunteer Fire and Rescue Squads respond to Hazardous Materials
(HAZMAT) incidents. They provide the primary HAZMAT response. The Hardy County OES is
notified of a HAZMAT incident by the incident commander, the company involved by law
enforcement as the situation di_ctaies.

The INFLOWS rain gage computer is located the OES. THe gages réport rain fall in the
water sheds of the Potomac and Capon River basins. River gages will soon be reporting to the
IFLOWS computer giving the OES real time status on the South Branch and South Fork of the
Potomac Rivers. There are no river gages in the Capon or Lost River basins. This information is
used to predict flooding potential for the entire county.

Emergenéy power for the OES was provided by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (COE)
as part of the Moorefield flood levee project. This generator further enhances the Hardy County
OES capability assuring electricity for communications and rain and river gage operation. The
COE levee project also provided an enhanced computer system for the IFLOWS and river gage
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reporting. Recently a flood forecasting system called FLARE was installed on the computer. The
FLARE software will add an important measure of flood forecasting for Hardy County that will
allow advanced notification to people living in flood prone areas and better Iegd time for fire and
rescue personnel,

Future plans call for a paid full time staff of two people for the OES. Additionally, an’
effort is underway to establish an E-911 office in Hardy County. Currently there are seven
numbers listed for emergency response form the Hardy County Sheriff Office, West Virginia
Police State Police, Moorefield Fire/Ambulance, Mathias/Baker Fire Rescue, Wardensville,
Wardensville Town Police and Moorefield Town Police. The "911" will bring Hardy County into
the 21st Centqry with a county 911 office.

Local, Sté.te; and County Police Protect-ion

Citizens of Hardy County are served by three types of police forces. Services within the
incorporated areas are provided by municipal police forces of Wardensville and Moorefield.
County wide services are provided by the West Virginia State Police and the Hardy County Sher-
iff's Department. Depending upon the urgency of the request and the availability of the appro-
priate loéal personnel, municipal police may be requested to respond to emergencies outside of
their jurisdiction. Full protection for the entire county is provided through the informal coopera-
tion of these state, county, and local police departments.

At present state law limits the ways in which Hardy County can deal with many law en-
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forcement problems. One of the initial tasks undertaken by local officials should be a thorough
investigation of the actual limitations imposed by state law and of ways in which the following
recommendation can be implemented underrexist:ing conditions. Citizens and co_unty‘ officials
should urge legislators to modify the appropriate laws so that local law enforcement agencies
have more flexibility in dealing with local problems.

State, county, and local police departments should work together for the purpose of
better communication, more efficient uses of staff and equipment and the exchange of ideas.

The county schools should be encouraged to provide educational programs that help our
youths understand the role of law enforcement in their community, respect the rights and property
pf others and deal_ with problems related to drugs, alcohol, traffic safety, litter and physical abuse,

Unincorporated areas should be encduraged to develop orgaxﬁzétions, such as neighbor-
hood watches, that can work with law enforcement agencies to discourage crime,

Therefore, we must plan for the future based on traffic and population to provide the best
police protection possible for the citizens of Hardy County.

Fire and Rescue Services

Hardy County has four fire stations, all of which are staffed and operated by volunteers.
The locations of these stations are presented on Map 11.

Each fire company receives some funds from the Hardy County Commission. However,
the largest amount of their operating funds comes from donations and fund raising projects that
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they sponsor during the year.

Although each company has a designated service area, many locations are covered
jointly by two or more departments. Since some of the fire stations are located outside the mu-
nicipalities, response times depend on the availability of the volunteers who serve them. All
companies have rescue as well as fire-fighting equipment. At the present time only volunteer
fire departments provide these services for county residents.

At present the State Fire Marshal has the responsibility for enforcing all state laws re-
lating to fire, safety, use of combustible materials, fire exits, fire suppression equipment and the
suppression of arson. The fire code, in general, applies to buildings used by the public and dwel-
lings or rental units of three or more.

There is little in the fire code or in the routine activities of the fire marshal that pertaiﬁs
to single family residences.

The following fire departments cover Hardy County at the present time: (See map on

Page )

1. Moorefield Fire Company is located in the Town of Moorefield.

2. Mathias Fire Company is located off Route 259 just outside Mathias:

3. Baker Fire Company is located off Route 55 at Baker.

4. Wardensville Fire Company is located in the Town of Wardensville.

If county-wide building codes were instituted, many of the fire safety problems could be
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solved. However, all housing developments should be properly identified by name, street name
and special conditions, such as availability of water systems. In addition, they should be required
to provide a _detailed map showing all streets, lot-locations, gmd positiohs of fire hydrants or other
sources of water.
Emergency Medical Services

Emergency medical services are provided through three of the four fire departments and
by Fraley Ambulance Services, Wardensville Volunteer Rescue Squad, Mathias Rescue Squad
and Baker Rescue Squad. There is at least one ambulance at each location and in many cases two
or more. These ambulances not only provide medical assistance at the scene of an accident but
also transport persons to and from hospitals, nursing homes and residences. The lpcations of
these erﬁergency medical services ﬁc presented on the map on Page .

To provide emergency medical care and accompany a patient in an ambulance as an
attendant, personnel must be either an emergency medical technician (EMT) or a trained
paramedic. It must be noted that all ambulances in the county are staffed by volunteers
who receive no payment for their services.

Occasionally, fhe all-volunteer system has prdved to be inefficient, and volunteerism
may decline in the future. The general level of need for ambulance services is likely to increase as
the general population becomes older. Because all ambulances provide backup service for each
other, a long-term increase in the need for ambulances in any one area will be felt throughout the
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county.

The few ambulances available county-wide provide both emergency and routine
senﬁces and each one being used to transport stable patients is essentially out of service for
emergency calls. Thus, a serious accident or disaster could easily produce a need for emergency
medical services that could not be met.

The following ambulance services are available in Hardy County:

1. Fraley Ambulance Service is located in the Town of Moorefield.

2. Mathias Rescue Squad is located off Route 259 outside of Mathias.

3. Baker Rescue Squad is located at Baker off Route 55.

| 4. Wardensville Volunteer Rescug Squad is located in the Town of Wardensville.
Local Emergency Planning Commission

Hardy County has an active Local Emergency Planning Commission (LEPC). The
LEPC is responsible for the County Emergency Plan that is a part of the over-all State Plan,
Resources for the operation and implementation of the LEPC come from the county and state.
The county has provided space for the LEPC, which operates the Hardy County Office of Emerg-
enéy Services. Additional resourcés have been secured from the county and local entities to
furnish and stock the office.

The role of the LEPC is to support the efforts of local emergency service personnel.
Intervention of the LEPC serves to complement the local response efforts when the needs of the
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citizenry exceed the ability of the local resources to address in times of danger or disaster.
Recommendations

Itis thé goal of Ha_trdy County to provide for a consistent stree_t naming and addressing
system to ensure that all locations are easily identified. In order to provide such addressing, the
county will follow addressing procedures recommended by the National Emergency Numbering
association Basic components of the NENA Addressing Standard include providing all streets
with unigue names and assigning for each 5.28 lineal feet of road frontage. All assigned numbers
should by displayed so that they are readily visible from the street and are a minimum of 4" in
height.

To facilitate the maintenance of accurate records for emergency response purposes, the
Hardy County Enhanced 911 Difector will be requiréd to sién—off any buildiﬁg permit that would
result in the County Planner issuing a new address for the structure. This provides the mechanism
for updating the E-911 address database.

Parks and Recreation
Introduction

‘Both the Town of Moorefield and the Town of Wardensville ﬁave community parks.
These parks have swimming pools and facilities for other athletic events, including softball,
baseball, basketball, volleyball and tennis. The Moorefield Town Park is located off Spring
Avenue in the Town of Moorefield, and the Wardensville Town Park is located outside the Town
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of Wardensville off County Route 5/1.

Lost River State Park is situated near Mathias off County Route 12 and includes a
swimming pool, cabins, restaﬁrant, recreational center, tennis courts, horseback riding, hiking
and other facilities for outdoor activities.

The Trout Pond Recreation Area is located off County Route 16 between Lost River
and Wardensville and includes the Trout Pond natural lake and Rockeliff Lake. Facilities are
available at the Trout Pond Recreation Area for swimming, fishing, boating, hiking and camping.

The Kimsey Run Dam is situated near Lost River on County Route 14. This lake will be
used for flood control purposes but could also have valuable recreational purposes for the
surrounding area.

Canoeing has become a major recreational activity m Hardy Countf. People come to
Hardy County from nearby metropolitan centers for the purpose of canoeing on the South Branch
of the Potomac River, There are three primary canoe routes: From the Petersburg Gap Bridge at
the Hardy-Grant County line to the Buzzard Ford Bridge outside Moorefield on County Route
13; from Buzzard Ford Bridge to the Old Fields Bridge north of Moorefield on U.S. Route 220,
anci from the Old Fields Bridge through the Trough into Hampshire County.
Also, persons canoe through the Trough for the purpose of observing the bald eagles that nest in
that area.

The Valley View Golf Course is situated approximately four miles south of Moorefield on
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U.S. Route 220. It has eighteen holes that are open for play. Valley View is open to the general
public and currently has approximately 207 members.

A small part of Nathaniel Mountain and Short Mountain Public Hunting Areas are situated
in the northern boundary of Hardy County. The eastern part of Hardy County also has George
Washington National Forest.

The following Community Centers are located throughout the county and help to serve as
a meeting place for the various communities:

1. Mathias Community Center |

2. Rig Community Center

3. Peru Commur_lity Center

4. Arkansas Community Center (Old School Houée)

5. Wardensville Community Center/War Memorial Building

6. Kessel Community Center (Old School House)

7. Inkerman Community Center

8. Bean's Settlement Ruritan Shelter area

9. Heishman Chapel Community Center

Other recreational areas/facilities include:

1. Hardy County 4-H Camp

2. Lost River Sinks Area Roadside Park between Baker and Wardensville, (No public

69



access except across private property)
3. Camp Hemlock (Trout Run - religious retreat)
4. Lost River Retreat
5. Several hunting clubs in the area sometimes offering shares for sale
| 6. Warden Lake Public Fishing Area
7. Wolfe Gap Camp Ground
8. Hawk Camp Ground - in Hampshire County, accessible through Hardy County.
9. Hardy County Rod & Gun Club
Proposed Recreational Areas/Facilittes:
1. Proposed Upper Cove Dam, which will have public access With public fishing,
However, thé dam is for flood control purinoses. |
2. Proposed Stony Run Dam, not yet totally funded, will be a watershed but may have
some incidental recreational use/fishing,
3. Proposed Welton Park, south of Moorefield
Recommendations
The- county shoﬁld have a constant direction of programs and acquisition of available
state and federal fanding. This would be more feasible with a part or full-time person to keep in-
formed of the recreational- needs and available funds. Current funding is not adequate to support
such a position,
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Since funds are not available, a volunteer co-ordinator of recreational services should be
appointed to develop programs and to keep abreast of possible grants and moneys available for
recreational facilities. Inférmational material should be prepared to inform county residents and
visitors of existing recreational opportunities within the county.

We need to evaluate the existing and future recreational needs of the county's residents to
determine what type of facilities are needed. As part of this study, county and state officials
should examine the potential for state land within the county to be developed into public parks
and recreational areas. Recreational planning and management activities should consider potential
resources from area colleges, state and federal agencies.

There are no lindoor facilities aj/ailable to the county residen_ts for recreational purposes
on a regular basis. The local school system does allow use of théir indoor facilities when théy are
not being used for school functions. We need to look at the feasibility of a committee interested
in the county's recreational facilities to assist in the planning and funding of county recreational
facilities.

Adequate space for recreational facilities should be considered if new property for schools
is to be acquired. Then, if future expansion is required, part of these recfeatioﬁal areas could be
used for new buildings. We need to study, plan and develop county or regional indoor recre-
ational facilities for our area residents.

Although the county has several picnic grounds and baseball/softball diamonds, they re-
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ceive minimal maintenance. Most of these facilities in the county fail to offer a variety of
recreational opportunities at any given site. Many residential developments are not located near
existing parks, and recreational facilities do not ‘supply recreational space or faciﬁties for the
residents. Residential developers should be encouraged to set aside land for the recreational use
of its residents or contribute to the construction and maintenance of nearby public recreational
facilities.

Recreational vehicle approved dump stations and places to secure potable water should be
in place in different areas of Hardy County.

A comprehensive year-round recreational program should be developed for teens as well

as for all other age groups.
| History

Introduction
Hardy County's early settlement began with the Indians (the Delawares, Shawnees and
Catawbas), who originally occupied these lands. There were natural clearings and limestone soil
which provided conditions well suited for good grazing and for cultivating corn and tobacco.
Hardy County's land acreage was a very small part of a grant from James I, King of
England, to the Virginia Company, in turn to Lord Thomas Culpeppér and then His son, Lord
Fairfax. During the 1690's Hardy County was not occupied by the white man, It was bordered

by what is now Northern Virginia and the Eastern Panbandle of West Virginia, some five million

acres.
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The first white settler on record, about 1736-1737, was John VanMeter, a trader from
NewYork. One of his sons, Isaac VanMeter, made a claim to Hardy County lands and in 1744
moved his family from New Jersey t‘d this claim. As future settlers of European origin migrqted
to the lands and valleys, settlements were forrﬁed.

Early records show that with Indians occupying the land next to the rivers and depending
on a life from the land, conflicts arose with the settlers of the 1740's. With Indian war part-
ies making raids on white settlements, numerous forts had to be built to provide safety for the
white settlers. Hardy County's forts included Fort Pleasant on Anderson Run, the Town Fort at
Fort Run, Fort Harness at Baker's Chapel,  Fort Buttermilk south of Moorefield, Riddle's Fort in
Lost River and Warden's Fort at Baker. Negotiations with the Indiang led to the Indians moﬁng
westward, and this aﬂdwed more white settlers to settie and provi&e for more crdps and more
cattle.

In 1746 the Lord Fairfax lands were to be surveyed by a group of surveyors, including
Peter Jefferson and George Washington. Hampshire County, Virginia, was formed in 1754 with
the Fairfax Stone as the western corner marker. During the 1777 session the Virginia Legisla-
ture adopfed a bill th_th extended the bouhdary of Hampshire County. Then, in 1782 the cdunty
seat was moved to Moorefield, and in 1786 the General Assembly passed a bill to divide Hamp-
shire into two counties. Governor Patrick Henry signed a bill, and on February 1, 1786, Hardy
County, Virginia, came into being.
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Hardy County was named in honor of Samuel Hardy, a distinguished Virginian, the largest
cattle operator in Virginia. Cattle remained the dominant agricultural industry for more than a
century after the first settlement and played an'important role in the development of Hardy
County.

The crisis of North and South and the impending decision of which side to be on was
imminent. Most of the western counties of Virginia were against secession from the Union and
against division of the state. The people had not voted either way in the Virginia Convention.
Nearly every man of property and influence and nearly every adventurous young man who was
thinking of enlisting as a soldier needed to make his own decision. About 700 Virginians went
South in Stone_wall Iackson's brigade and the McNeill Confederates. The Hardy County Blues
fvere the first unit to take to the field, and in May, 1861, they received orders to join fhe army at
Harper's Ferry and then were transﬁ;—:rred to Huttonsville. Hardy County saw fifteen major battles
and was considered a violent borderland throughout the war.

It was during this time, the Civil War, that those western Virginia counties, of which
Hardy County was a part, became the State of West Virginia -- June 20, 1863. Hardy County
voters, only 76 at the tifne, voted a unamimous consent to the ratification of a new state constitu-
tion.

As the war ended, the men returned to their homeland. Political, philosophical and
ideological changes were inevitable. After the war a majority of the people in the area to the
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south had different ideas, thus forming Grant County from Hardy County.

After the war was over, it was time to rebuild farms, families and a new state. The key to
reconstructio'ﬁ lay in therdevelc;pmelnt of transportation, including railroads that were to bring new
industry and prosperity to Hardy County. Agriculture, logging and cattle were still producing the
major moneys for livelihood in Hardy County. Among new developments were telephones,
radios, motion pictures and vaudeville, all as early as 1913 in Moorefield. The railroads entered
Hardy County in 1910 and began a new era, providing benefits to the lumber, iron, and tanning
industries.

During World War II Hardy County farmers were to produce more and conserve more.
Thus, the poultry industry became the most remarkablg trend of the war years, and poultry grow-
ﬁlg became Hardy County's major agricultural indusiry county-wide. From past war years to the
present the rich heritage from the past has continued -- with farming as a major element to the
economy and a slow, leisurely lifestyle.

Historic Preservation

Hardy County is rich in tradition and history. According to the West Virginia Division of
. Culture and History, there are 18 sites in Hardy County ﬁsfed in the i\IationaI Register of Historic
Places. These sites are as follows:

1. Willows, The, South of Moorefield

2. Mill Island, South of Moorefield
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3. Willow Wall, North of Moorefield
4. Fort Pleasant, North of Moorefield
5. Lee, Lighthorse Harry Cabin, West of Mathias in Lost River State Park |
* 6. Old Hardy County Courthouse, Winchester Avenue and Elm Street, Moorefield
7. Mathias, John, House, Mathias
8. Buena Vista Farms, Old Fields
9. Hickory Hill, US 220, South of Moorefield
10. Meadows, The, US 220, Moorefield
* 11. Moorefield Historic Districts, Portions of Main, Eim and Washington Streets and
Winchester Avenue, Moorefield
* 12 Masﬁn, Thomas, House, Mooreﬁelﬁ
*13. Old Stone Tavern, Moorefield
* 14. Ingleside, Moorefield
15. Oakland Hall, US 220, Moorefield
16. Westfall Place, US 220, Moorefield
17. Wilson-Kuykendall Farm, US 220, Moorefield
18. Inskeep, P.W., House, WV Route 55, Moorefield

* Structures within the Corporation of Moorefield
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The following properties have been determined to be eligible for The Historical Register,

according to the National Register of Historic Places and National Park Service:

1.

Abraham Inskeep House, County Route 10/3, Fisher

2. William Hawse House, County Route 8, Needmore

3.

John Bott House, Route 55, Needmore

Baughman House, Route 55, Baker

. Francis Godlove House, Route 23/10, Wardensville

Valentine Swisher House, Route 5/1, Wardensville

Nicholas Swisher House, County Route 5, Wardensville _

. Will Fisher Farm, Fairview, Route 10/3, Fisher

Joseph Inskeep House, Route 10/3, Fisher

Recommendations

There is a need to locate and document all historic structures and sites in Hardy County.

Historic preservation methods should be applied to these areas of significance in an effort to pro-

tect, enhance and preserve them. The Planning Commission believes that the proposed plan for

the .physical development of Hardy County as set forth herein should protect historical sites and

areas within Hardy County.

Zoning or other regulatory methods can be used to help protect important historic

resources. Methods are preferred which allow the property owner to decide whether to partici-
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pate. Care should be taken in the design and provisions of streets, roads and utilities in historic
areas to maintain their historic integrity and character. Historic preservation can play an
in_lportant role in economic developmént. Tourism is an impbrtant local industry. The possibility
of improving the attractiveness of the area to tourists should be considered in a systematic
manner. The protection of historic resources will play an important role in this effort.

There is a general need to encourage historical research and archival activities at the local
levels. Through these activities many of the less obvious sites worthy of preservation or explor-
ation can be identified, and the significance of other more visible sites can be better appreciated.
There is a need to encourage development of tax incentives to preserve or maintain structures of
historic interest.

Where historic siltes have been identified, new development should Be harmontous with
existing architecture. When opportunities arise, we need to encourage nonprofit organizations,
industries as part of their public relations programs, and other organizations and individuals
interested in historic preservation to contribute funds for the restoration of our county's historic
landmarks.

Whﬂe very lit’de. thought is given to the historic sites in the every day lifestyle we live; we
must not forget our heritage and must at least try to preserve what is available and keep it from
becoming totally destroyed. Therefore, we must plan for the protection and preservation of any
and all historic landmarks in Hardy County.
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Part IV. Land Use and Recommendations
A. Introduction to Land Use and Recommendations

The Land U_se Plan is the most important portion of the entire Comprehgnsive Plan. This
plan is to encourage different types and intensities of land use in different areas of the county.
Different land uses should be encouraged to be developed to the natural features of the site.

The Land Use Plan should seek compatibility between adjacent land use, including
encouraging intense non-residential uses to be settled from residential areas. It should also seek
to protect the residential character and property values of existing neighborhoods.

The present uses of different areas of land are very important factors in deciding what
future land uses would be most appropriate to adjacent areas.

Land use planning is not intended to stop growth, but instead to steer development toward
areas that are most suitable and away from areas that are less suitable.

B. Agriculture
Introduction and Analysis of Problems

Based upon the information contained herein, agriculture is very important to the
economy of Hardy County. Most citizens recognize that if farms in Hardy Couﬁty are forced to
liquidate and urbanization happens too quickly, we will lose our "rural way of life." We need to
preserve the farming tradition for aesthetic and environmental reasons. Therefore, we need to
recognize that the issues related to agricultural land use are not only economic but also cultural.
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Ways, through tax breaks, transfer development rights, etc., need to be explored to assure that
good agricultural land remains in good agricultural use for the preservation of our valuable farm
land.

Present and future priorities for land use will be a factor in determining whether farming
will survive in Hardy County. Farmers in Hardy County have survived many years of rapid
changes, and they can be expected to continue farming as long as economic considerations and
common sense dictate.

A balanced approach to all forms of tand use in the county will provide the best protection
to individual farmers. To slow down the conversion of farm land to non-farm use we must plan
for water, sewer, roads and other services so that we encourage concentrated growth_and protgct
the environment.

If farming is to continue, the best agricultural land needs to be preserved. Therefore, it is
recommended that agriculture uses shall be permitted in all areas of Hardy County provided such
uses do not interfere unreasonably with other appropriate uses. In order to permit all appro-
priate uses to peacefully co-exist in Hardy County, it is recommended that all housing or struc-
tures for the high density confinement of animals, including , but not limited to, cattle, horses;
sheep, dogs, poultry and swine, be erected at a considerable distance or as required by the inte-
grator from the nearest residential or commercial building not on the same premises. It is further
recommended that such housing or structures be erected at a considerable distance from the state
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road right-of-way boundary. These limitations are intended to accommodate the anticipated
population growth for Hardy County as discussed herein and the anticipated growth in agri-
cultural use, as discussed herein.

Tt is recommended that real property owners be permitted to file in the office of the Clerk
of the County Commission of Hardy County a farm plan. The plan would show the location of
any animal confinement housing or structure intended to be constructed upon the property. Such
filing would give such agriculture use priority over any commercial or residential structure placed
on adjoining real estate.

Unplanned growth is one of the major concerns for local farmers, particularly, strips or is-
lands of residential development in remote areas of the county. This type of scattered develop-
ment often creatés conflicts between residents énd farmers. These concerns include complaints
about farmers operating equipment late at night, spreading manure on fields adjoining residences
and commercial shopping areas and obstructing traffic on public roads with farm equipment.
Farmers often complain of damage to fences and crops adjoining residential areas.

Recommendation

The general goals for the-county‘ should be to preserve farmland and the farming industry
and to insure that the county has enough agricultural land and services to maintain economically
viable farm units. We must have a balance between residential growth and the rural economy.

We also must encourage conservation and avoid pollution of our county's natural resources,

81



with cooperation from existing agencies and organizations.

The people of Hardy County and others must be made aware of the importance of agri-
culture in aﬂ areas of Hardy County. They muSt realize that currently‘the agriculture concerns of
Hardy County are creating and maintaining many jobs in the county. Currently poultry and
livestock are the leading employers of the county and, therefore, we must protect farm land and
natural resources.

Hardy County must preserve as much as possible of the open space and current farmland
in its present state to have farming remain an important factor in the county toward food, jobs and
much needed open space.

C. Residential Land Use
Introduction

According to census information and projections, the population for Hardy County should
continue at a steady growth, If this holds true, housing should also continue at a steady growth
within the county.

The U. S. Department of Commerce reports that Hardy County had a 9.4 percent increase
in population from 1980 to 1990l-- ranking sixth in the state for population increase. For 1990
to 1994 the increase was 3.9 percent.

Projected population increase from 1995 to 2020 is estimated to be 8.4 percent -- ranking
fourth in the state for population increase for this period.
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In 1990 Hardy County was estimated to have 5,573 total structures, of which 4,029 were
one-unit detached, 1,310 were mobile homes/trailers and 853 were seasonal/recreational units,
the balance being one-unit aitached to 10 or more units.

Statistics indicate that in 1981 construction permits were issued for 99 units, in 1986 for
46 units and in 1991, 80 construction permits were issued.

If the existing residential land use trend continues , residences will be widely scattered
throughout the county. Such a pattern weakens the agriculture base by increasing development
pressures in farming areas.

During the next twenty, more acreage will be required for residential development in
Hardy County. If growth is well planned and we11 directed, this acreage can be converted to
residential uses withoﬁt affecting the county's rural/agricultural character. Ifthis acreage is widely
scattered and results in the degradation of natural resources (such as ground water), this county's
strong rural/agricultural character will be lost.

Many of the problems identified and recommendations made in the following section have
been previously identified in other sections of the Comprehensive Plan. For this reason this

chapter on residential development should be read in conjunction with the other land use sections.
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Analysis of Problems and Recommendations
In addition to the specific problems and recommendations outlined below, the following
general goals for residential land use have been identified:

* To attract new residents of all economic levels by encouraging a variety of housing
types throughout the county at a wide range of costs.

* To provide a choice of suburban, semi-rural and rural living environments.

* To promote the separation of residential areas from conflicting land uses (such as in-
dustrial and large commercial developments).

* To encourage new residential developments to be located to maximize the use of
existing public facilities and serviqe investments, such as schools, parks, sewer and
water.

* To establish sewer and water service areas in concert with higher density residential
areas.

Rapid, scattered residential developments in the county are inefficient and costly in terms
of providing public services (e.g., roads, school buses, garbage pickup, utilities). As noted in
other sections of the Comprehensive Plan dealing with water and waste water treatmgnt, outlying
residential areas must be served by either individual or package systems. If these systems are
overburdened or if developments are crowded onto poorly drained land, ground water may
become polluted. In addition, overloading water systems may lead to an inadequate supply. To

avoid these problems:
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* Residential land use policies should create orderly development patterns and discourage
scattered development.

* The extension of .public facilities such as water, sewe‘fs, and treat_ment planté should be
consistent with residential land use policies.

* Impact fees should be considered as a means of providing uniform fire hydrants, ade-
quate roads, a safe and adequate water supply, effective sewage disposal, proper
access to highways, and school construction necessitated by new development. State
enabling legislation should be sought, if necessary.

Although subdivision covenants cutrently offer some county residents protection against
incompatible land use within residential areas, most residents do not have even this minimum
protection. Evenin de.velopments where restricti\.re covenants exist, individual property owners'
associations are often poorly financed and inadequately equipped to deal with violations of cov-

| enants. Incompatible, nonresidential uses can and do oceur in residential areas, Thus, current
and future county residents face uncertainty as to what types of development will occur around
them, and many residents are worried about how their property values will be affected by unregu-
lated adjacent development. |

* Residential land areas should be protected from incompatible uses. Where residential
development abuts nonresidential land, setbacks and extensive screening should be

required to buffer different uses.
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* A thorough plan review should take place before building or improvement permits are
issued.

If the current deyelopment trends are allowed to continue, scattered residential develop-
ment will destroy the agricultural character of the county. Since the rural character and scenic
beauty of the county are features that have attracted many new residents and retained many
of the older ones, Hardy County must make a commitment to preserve agricultural land if it is to
maintain its quality of life.

* New residential development should be channeled into designated "growth areas," and

residential sprawl in agricultural areas should be discouraged.

* _Cluster development, green spaces, setbacks and density controls can be adjusted to
take advantage of nearby services and to preserve the overall rural character of the
county.

* Agriculture should not be considered as an inappropriate land use in areas adjoining
residential development. Residential developers should make adequate provisions to
separate homes from such farm activities as spraying and animal or annoying rioises.

Asa result of the lack of building codes, some housing in Hardy County has been poorly
constructed and will require substantial maintenance in the future to prevent deterioration. Lack
of building codes encourages shoddy construction and penalizes builders who want to construct
good quality and higher cost housing.
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* Developers may be given iqcentives to provide amenities and services (e.g. higher
density housing might be permitted if certain types of roads were provided or recrea-
tional features developed).

* Every effort should be made to adopt a building code for Hardy County.

Hardy County is beginning to attract the overflow of people who cannot find affordable
housing. This trend can contribute to the proliferation of substandard housing and to the loss of
the image of the county as a "quality” environment and place an increasing burden on the county
to provide services.

* The county needs to make a commitment to provide adequate housing for people at a

broad spectrum of economic levels, including multi-family units and rental_units.
ﬁ. Industrial and Commercial Land Use

If one looks at suburban areas in many nearby states, they can see that scattered commer-
cial developments and strip commercial developments can radically affect the quality of lifein a
community and place large demands on public services.

Therefore, we must concentrate most future commercial growth near the existing main
retail centers. While doing this, we must encourage some small commercial growth areés in the
county's smaller communities so that needed services can be provided to local residents.

Commercial developments should be located near adequate transportation routes and
in areas where existing or future sewer and water construction is most likely to occur.
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We should also establish site plan poﬁéies that would encourage or require setbacks, land-
scaping and allowance for "green spaces" and grchitectural designs that harmonize with the sur-
rounding area.

E. Recommended Areas for Commgrcial, Residential Areas for Hardy County
It is recommended that real estate may be used fof commercial and residential purposes

within the following areas:

A. Crab Run: All real estate within a 1/4 mile radius of the intersection of County Route
18 and State Route 259.
B. Mathias: All real estate situate w1thm a one mile radius of the intersedtion' of State
Route 259 and County Route 12,
C. Lost City: All real estate situate within a 1/4 mile radius of the intersection of State
Route 259 and County Route 59.
D. Lost River/Lost City: All real estate situate 300 feet from the center line of State
Route 259 on the east side of said highway, situate between the intersection of State
Route 259 and County Routes 59 and 16. |
E. .Baker: All real estate situate within a 1/2 mile radius of the intersection of State Route
55 and State Route 259.
F. Warden Ridge: All real estate situate within a 1/2 mile radius of the intersections of
State Route 29 and State Route“259 and 300 feet from the center liné on both sides
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~ of State Route 259 between the aforementioned 1/2 mile radius at Baker and the 1/2
mile radius at Warden Ridge described above.

G. Wardensville: All real estate that lies south and east of the Cacapon River that is situ-
ate within 1.3 miles of the intersection of State Route 55/259 and County Route 23/10
(Trout Run Road).

H. Needmore: All real estate situate within 1/4 a mile radius of the intersection of County
Route 11 and State Route 55.

I. Crider's: All real estate situate within a 1/4 mile radius of the intersection of County

Route 1 and State Route 535.

. J. Moorefield: All real estate‘that lies east of the_eastern most channe! of the South
Branch of the fotomac River that is within a circle centered at the intersection of State
Route 55 and U.S. Route 220 with radius equal to the straight linear distance between
that intersection and the intersection of State Route 55 and County Route 23/2 (Fort
Run Road).

K. Old Fields: (1) All real estate situate within a 1/2 mile radius of the intersection of
U.S. Route 220 and Coﬁnty Route 2 and (2) Al realrestate situate within 300 feet
of the center line on both sides of U.S. Route 220 from the northernmost intersection

of U.S. Route 220 and County Route 2 north to the Hardy/Hampshire County line.

L. Fisher: All real estate situate within a 1/4 mile radius of the intersection of County
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Route 10/2, County Route 10 and County Route 10/3.

M. Rig: All real estate within a 1/4 mile radius of the intersection of County Route 10
County Route 10/9. -

N. Durgon: (1) Al real estate situate within a 1/4 mile radius of the itersection of U.S.
Route 220 and County Route 220/4 and (2) All real estate situate within a 1/4 mile
radius of the intersection of U.S. Route 220 and County Route 220/5.

It is recommended that a Planning Ordinance and/or Subdivision Ordinance be adopted
that would permit commercial and residential development in these areas to coexist peacefully
and that such ordinance contain setback distances from the state-maintained roads for residential
and commercial structures and appropriate distances between residential and commercial units.

Except as set forth herein Below and except as stated‘in Paragraph 1 herein above, it is
recommended that all other areas of Hardy County be used for residential or recreational pur-
poses, provided that for recreational purposes must be placed at appropriate distances from other
permitted uses to permit both uses to coexist peacefully.

Other Recommendations
Inciustrial
It is recommended that real estate for industrial purposes be permitted only upon the exist-

ing industrial park sites and planned industrial park sites as described herein.
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E. Protected Area

It is recommended that the area known as "The Trough" near Old Fields from the Syca-
more Railroad Bﬁdge to the Hampshire County line be limited to solely single farniljr residential
use within a distance of 500 feet from both sides of the South Branch of the Potomac River. This
recommendation is made for the purpose of protecting the bald eagles that nest in this area.

Part V. Summary

The recommendations set forth in this plan are based upon the facts set forth herein,
including anticipated population growth in Hardy County, water supplies, industry expansion,
proposed highways, public education, transportation services, housing needs and agricultural
| needs. The purpose of this plan is to act asa general guide for the development of Hardy County.

bne must be awarel that some aspects of the development of the county cannot be con-
trolled by local residents and government, but we should plan for these things so that the County
has a voice in what happens in the future, especially when looking at roads, water supplies,
public education and sewer projects.

This plan is being developed for the purpose of establishing an ongoing planning process
for the future. The intent is to plan for the orderlyr growth and development .of land in Hardy
County.

This plan should and must be re-evaluated at least on a yearly basis to see what changes
have occurred or whether a change in direction is needed for orderly growth and development.
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